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The Lutheran Church upholds the unique dignity and worth of every human being. All people 
seek and deserve the support of loving human relationships. We do not assume that all those 
relationships will be in the form of marriage as the church understands it. We accept this 
reality, and seek to minister to people with the love of God whatever their marital status or 
otherwise. 

While acknowledging the many changes in society and the diversity of opinions held on 
sexuality and marriage, the Lutheran Church of Australia maintains its long-standing view on 
marriage that it is the union of one man and one woman voluntarily entered into for life. 

We base this view on the nature of life itself and our relationship with our Creator, who 
instituted human marriage. We believe this view is in agreement with the Word of God. 

For Lutherans, marriage is an order for the welfare of human society. Government, therefore, 
has a legitimate right to regulate marriage in an orderly way for the benefit of the society it 
serves. The church does not seek to intervene in that process. 

If our country changes the definition of marriage, the church is not necessarily bound to 
change its own understanding of marriage. For us, to describe both heterosexual and same-
sex unions as marriages is to use the same name for things that are fundamentally different. 

The Lutheran Church does not seek to force its own views on the rest of society, should 
society want to think differently. We do ask, however, that Australian society provides us with 
the freedom to continue to practise marriage according to our long-held theological and 
doctrinal understandings. We know that standing apart from society on this matter will not be 
easy, but our faith commits us to this course of action. 

There may also be implications to such a profound change in the structure of society which 
have not yet been realised or considered, such as adequate protections for religious 
freedom. 

The earliest Lutherans in Australia came to this country to practise their faith in peace and 
quietness. Over 180 years Australia has lived up to this expectation, and we pray that we 
continue to be the tolerant, peaceable society for which we are well known. 

 

See also: Statement on Marriage (2015, preamble added August 2017) 


